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Without fear of contradiction, I think I can 

definitely say that this has been a term like 

no other! With  the whole school community 

working together we have succeeded in 

keeping our school open whilst at the same 

time providing a safe, happy, learning 

environment for all our girls. This is an 

incredible achievement of which we should 

all be proud. Despite all the restrictions, 

there has been plenty of Christmas activity 

in the last few weeks. Christmas concerts 

were performed (albeit podded and socially 

distanced) quite brilliantly by our amazing 

infant classes. The concerts were recorded 

and sent to all parents. Congratulations to all 

the girls and a huge thank you to their 

teachers, learning support teachers and 

SNAs for all the hard work that went into 

preparing the girls in such challenging 

circumstances.  

Unfortunately, our annual carol service had 

to be cancelled but we had a wonderful 

school Christmas Mass which was broadcast 

from St Pius X Church on Wednesday 16th 

December. Thank you to Ms Sheehan for 

organising and preparing the girls and to Fr 

Gerry for his ongoing contribution and 

support to the school. 

I would like to thank the members of the 

Board of Management under the 

chairpersonship of Mr Pádraig Ó Néill for 

their continuous support and guidance 

particularly during this most difficult period.  

A sincere thank you to Caroline Costello and 

all of the Parents’ Association for their 

continuing work and dedication. Despite all 

the odds they have succeeded in producing 

a slightly different but no less meaningful 

calendar for you to have as a keepsake of 

this strange year. They also managed to co-

ordinate a “drive-by” style visit from Santa 
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himself. The excitement on the girls’ 

faces when they saw him was a sight to 

behold!! 

All the teachers and staff have worked 

tirelessly in an effort to maintain the high 

standard of education in the school and I 

would like to thank them all for the 

professional attitude and commitment 

they have shown since our reopening in 

September.  

Thank you to Natasha for all the 

countless number of things she does for 

us all on a daily basis and to Paul and our 

cleaning staff, Peter and Bridget who are 

working extra hard this year trying to 

keep our school clean and safe. 

We have a lot to look forward to in the 

New Year but next term will bring its own 

set of challenges. Despite the welcome 

introduction of a vaccine it will be some 

time before we can reduce the control 

measures that are in place. We will all 

need to continue to be vigilant when the 

children return to school in January 2021. 

I hope you all have a happy, safe 

Christmas and that you get the 

opportunity to relax and recover from 

the unprecedented stresses and strains 

of this year. Thank you all again for all the 

cooperation and support you have shown 

to myself, the class teachers and SNAs. 

Your positive messages of support are 

much appreciated and go a long way in 

keeping up morale during this challenging 

time. 

Nollaig shona agus athbhliain faoi shéan 

is faoi mhaise daoibh go léir. 

Áine Doyle 

  

 

                   Pr incipa l  Áine Doyle  

V ice-Pr incipa l  C la ire  French  

 

 



We are delighted to announce the 
introduction of “Forest schools” to the school 
in the New Year. We are enormously grateful 
to our Deputy Principal Ms French who has 
been very busy getting trained up in this 
exciting new initiative. We hope to pilot the 
programme with one of our classes in 
February 2021. 
 
Forest school is an inspirational process that 

provides opportunities for children to engage 

in hands on tasks and activities in a forest 

environment. Children visit the same 

woodland on a regular basis and through 

play and outdoor learning activities connect 

with and learn about the natural 

environment.  Children are given the 

opportunity to collaborate, take risks, make 

decisions, and use their initiative. It is an 

engaging and child centred approach.  

Research shows that interacting with nature 

nurtures children’s creativity, promotes 

health and well-being, inspires problem 

FOREST SCHOOLS 

“This is an 

exciting new 

educational 

initiative that we 

feel will be of 

great benefit to 

the children 

particularly given 

the difficult 

situation we find 

ourselves in at 

the moment” 

. 
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solving and builds confidence.  

This is an exciting new educational 

initiative that we feel will be of great 

benefit to the children particularly given 

the difficult situation we find ourselves 

in at the moment. The video clip below 

provides some further information. 

Claire French 

https://www.forestschoolassociation

.org/what-is-forest-school 

 

St. Pius X GNS 

STEM News 

 

It`s been a busy, but fantastic few months of STEM in St. Pius X G.N.S.    

Maths Week was a great success!  The girls did maths trails, a zoom 

maths quiz and discovered their maths eyes!  Science Week was 

packed full of activities as each class focused on STEM tasks within 

their pods.   Using the chrome books, many students had the 

opportunity to talk with scientists in real time as they participated in 

“I`m a scientist, get me out of here”.  In conjunction with Ballyroan 

library and very much in keeping with our meticulous handwashing and 

hand sanitising, Ms. Fagan`s 6th class did an interactive workshop on 

microbes.  Many classes availed of the beautiful autumnal weather and 

completed tree trails in nearby Bushy Park.   As the Intel Mini Scientist 

competition is not going ahead this year Intel has provided the two 5th 

classes with a number of scientific challenges which they are working 

on at present.  So far they have built bionic hands, planted wheatgrass, 

carried out experiments on static electricity and made electromagnets 

which they are testing out at the moment.  Science Blast is going ahead 

in 2021 though once again it will probably be a virtual presentation 

with Science Blast judges and scientists questioning the girls about 

their scientific investigations.   Although it`s a 

very different year for everyone, the girls are 

adapting really well to new ways of doing 

things.  What a great accolade that St. Pius X, 

G.N.S. has been awarded a plaque of STEM 

excellence for 2019/20. A number of classes 

attended the virtual awards in November.  

Congratulations to our budding young 

scientists for their positivity, willingness to 

challenge themselves and for their 

perseverance in these difficult times! 

Ms. Smith 
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Music 

This year music in St. Pius,  like many other things, looks and 
sounds very different to previous years. With singing and 
playing the tin whistle restricted, teachers have had to be 
more inventive and imaginative in finding ways to bring the 
joy of music and song to the classroom. We have started 
using Dabble Doo, an online resource with a bank of lessons 
exploring listening and responding to music and musical 
notation. The girls are really enjoying it! To mark Christmas 
this year, three sixth class girls from the school choir, Lily 
O'Shea, Lily Dowling and Katie Brady, performed solo at the 
school mass on Wednesday. They sang beautiful renditions 
of Silent Night, Away in a Manger and O  Holy Night. Their 
wonderful performances really helped to bring the spirit of 
Christmas to our school this year. Ms. Sheehan  
  

Page 3 of 4 School Newsletter St. Pius X GNS  

This year is our year to renew our 
Active Flag and since the girls have 
come back they have been using the 
fine weather and some inventive ideas 
to get active every day, from making 
up dances to gymnastics and yoga 
poses and much more outside. We 
have just completed our " Active every 
week" challenge in November where 
the girls got in some extra activity 

ACTIVE FLAG 

every day and filled in their class charts 
and we will be having our SANTA DASH  on 
Friday 18th where all the girls will be 
wearing Santa hats and doing relays/ runs 
around our Christmas decorated yard ! 
Look out for all the fun photos on our 
ACTIVE FLAG page on the website and 
more to follow in the New Year Happy 
Christmas everyone!  
The Active Flag 
committee                                          
  

 

What a term and indeed year it’s been from an IT perspective! Where would we all have been without it? Thanks to the 

hardworking efforts of the Parents’ Association and your own generous support of fundraising initiatives, we were the happy 

recipients of three very snazzy and technologically advanced smartboards. These smartboards allow the teacher to upload all 

learning materials and highlight the necessary aspects, while helping to make the children’s learning experience more 

interactive, dynamic and fun. We also introduced Seesaw as part of our ICT curriculum. Homework is now provided to the 

children through this medium and they have taken to it like ducks to water. Thank you to the parents for their support in this 

regard, as it makes the handling of materials etc. safer and more manageable during these uncertain times. However, as we 

all know, with great technology comes great responsibility!  This month the children and parents received an online 

workshop from an Irish company Zeeko, who specialise in teaching internet safety. Areas such as creating a strong password, 

having a safe profile, keeping your account private and knowing who you are talking to online were all discussed in detail. 

We also acquired some webcams for the classroom, which facilitated the delivery of the Zeeko workshops, along with a 

zoom visit from Irish author Sarah Webb. Through these webcams, the children were able to interact in real time with Sarah, 

write their own poetry, while benefitting from her expertise and wealth of knowledge. They also allowed our assemblies to 

take place in real time through the use of Google Meet – the children particularly enjoyed being able to visit each other’s 

classrooms virtually to see what each class had been up to. We look forward to more of these next term! Ms. Kelly 

  

 

  

 

IT News  

 

P.A. News 

 We are very grateful to our Parents Association for 
their continued support.  Despite restrictions they 
still managed to organise the fabulous Christmas 
Postcards and also an annual school calendar.  The PA 
are very generously gifting a calendar to every child 
in the school this year. 
Because of their efforts and fundraising the school 

was in a position to purchase 3 new Smartboards this 

term.  The boards are the latest technology in 

interactive white boards and are a fantastic addition 

to the classroom.  We hope to replace more of our 

old boards throughout the school next year.  

  

Christmas Mass Celebrations St. Pius X Church                                                          

Christmas Eve 7pm & 9pm / Christmas Day 9.30 a.m. & 11.30 a.m.       

Parishioners can call 0830196179 re. tickets 
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The two fourth classes made Christmas 

cards for the people living in a care home 

in Tralee.  We chose to send them to 

Tralee because Ms Buckley comes from 

there.  We made them really colourful 

and we wrote poems for the inside.  We 

also sent them best wishes for Christmas 

and for the New Year.  It made us think 

about people who are sick or who are not 

with their family this Christmas.  We 

really enjoyed making them and we hope 

our new friends enjoy receiving 

them.  And thanks to An Post we didn't 

even have to buy stamps! 

Tricia and Eleanor in Ms Buckley's 4th 

class. 

Fundraising  

St. Pius X Pupils send Christmas wishes to local nursing homes 

We were delighted to welcome back our GPOs 

Tommy and Kevin who resumed their sessions 

with some of our classes. Tommy from Faughs 

GAA club has begun camogie with 2nd class and 

Kevin from Templeogue Synge Street has 

started football with the senior infants. We 

hope to extend this to include more classes in 

the New Year. 

  

Your Future 
 

Your Dreams 
 

Our Challenge 

 

This year the girls have been participating in a number of 
charitable fundraisers. On Friday the 11th, we had a Christmas 
colour day in aid of St. Vincent De Paul and raised a staggering 

€5,397. Thank you to everybody who donated to this very 

worthy cause. 
The girls have been getting creative  designing Christmas t-shirts 

and jumpers in aid of the Laura Lynn Hospice and we cannot wait 

to see these designs on our last day of term! 

  

Our class and Ms. Hughes' class designed 

and wrote Christmas cards for the residents 

of Terenure Nursing home. We drew 

Christmas pictures on the front of the cards. 

My mum helped to organise safe delivery of 

the cards. We wrote about some of the 

things we like to do at Christmas and we 

also wrote a little bit about ourselves. We 

hope we made some of the elderly people 

happy and spread some Christmas cheer! 

Aoibhe Carroll Mr. Neary's 3rd class  

              

 

 

 

Last week our Junior and Senior Infants put on some fantastic Christmas shows.  Our class teachers were able to record the 

shows and send them to parents via Seesaw.  It was very different from our normal shows with an audience but as the saying 

goes “the show must go on!” and we had a great time practising and performing.  

Our classrooms were transformed into Santa’s workshop and Gingerbread houses thanks to our talented Learning Support 

teachers who decorated our Infant classroom doors to get us all into the festive spirit. 

Ms O'Reillys 6th class were so impressed with the senior infants play in Ms McGuinness's class (after seeing a recording of 

their Christmas show) that they called by for a socially distanced round of applause!! 

 

SPORT 
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Junior & Senior Infants put on a show! 

We’re on the 
Web! 

www.piusxgns.ie 

 

 

  

  
 

 


