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Reflecting on this last term some of the 
words that come to mind are, resilience, 
perseverance, commitment, creativity, 
positive engagement and of course, SEESAW! 
It has truly been a difficult and challenging 
term but one we should all be most proud of.  
Congratulations and best wishes to Ms Mc 
Carthy, Ms Ward, Ms Hughes and Ms Barron 
on the safe arrival of their new babies, 
Naomi, Aoibheann, Ollie and Laoise. I’d like to 
welcome our new members of staff, Ms 
Carney, Mr O Donoghue and Ms Tuohy who 
joined the school in January. 
Sincere sympathy to the family of Mr Tommy 
Delaney on his recent sudden passing. 
Tommy was a very special man who was 
engaged by our PA every Christmas to come 
to visit the classrooms and wish the children a 
happy Christmas. May he rest in Peace. 
During the 9 school weeks of lockdown the 
school rolled out an extremely successful 
remote learning programme through the 
Seesaw platform.  During this time, we all had 
to dig deep to try to embrace a new way of 
teaching, a new way of learning and a new 
way of parenting. I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate and thank all of 
our pupils, parents and staff for their 
outstanding engagement with Seesaw.  
To our pupils, I would like to say a huge Well 
done! It wasn’t easy to sit every day and work 
from devices at home but all the teachers 
would agree that the girls did their very best 
and submitted  remarkable work on a daily 
basis. I would also like to acknowledge the 
behaviour and work ethic of the girls during 
all their live interactions. It was absolutely 
exemplary.  
To our parents, I would like to acknowledge 
and applaud your hard work in assisting, 
encouraging and supporting your daughters 
and their teachers. I have always said that the 
girls are a reflection of the homes they come 
from. Throughout lockdown they displayed 
continuous enthusiasm, motivation, 
perseverance, resilience and respect. Thank 
you. 
To our class and learning support teachers, I 
would like to commend them for the 
commitment, creativity and professionalism 
they showed in all their preparation, planning 
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and delivery of our online learning. 
Throughout this time, we had 62,635 posts 
submitted. Despite the numerous posts 
received every day, they provided 
enthusiastic and affirmative feedback to 
every child on a daily basis. We are 
fortunate to have such a professional team. 
To our SNAs, thank you for all the support 
you provided to the pupils in your care and 
for your daily assistance to the teachers 
across the whole school. Despite lockdown 
and the restrictions imposed on us all, we 
continued with many of the usual school 
initiatives.  
We celebrated grandparents’ day a little 
differently with many of our girls writing 
letters to their grandparents. New interests 
and skills were discovered in art, nature, 
sport and baking. Thank you to Ms French 
who gave over her time and her kitchen to 
provide live baking lessons to our girls in 3rd 
and 4th classes. Engineering week was 
marked with live engineering workshops 
organised by Ms Smith. Roddy Doyle’s 
fighting words workshops were delivered 
online and hopefully will inspire some of 
our future writers and authors. World book 
day inspired some wonderful artwork from 
our infant classes. We are closer to the 
renewal of our active flag thanks to all our 
skipping efforts and the continuous work of 
Ms Glacken and her team. Last week we 
celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge. Thank you 
to Ms Kelly and her team for organising a 
multitude of activities for the girls to 
participate in and enjoy. 
 During the lockdown period we also 
created a wonderful small sensory garden 
area for our pupils to explore and enjoy. On 
Monday 15th of March, we celebrated a 
very welcome return to school for all our 
pupils. It was great to see the happy, 
smiling faces of all our girls (and parents!) 
arrive at the school. With the cooperation 
of all we hope that this return will be as 
successful as last term. Please continue to 
follow all the rules and protocols as set out 
in our Covid-19 school response plan. 
I hope you all enjoy a well-earned Easter 
break. Stay safe and take care. 

Áine Doyle 
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Third and fourth classes had a very successful remote creative writing workshop 
with the team from Fighting Words. 
Each class worked together to create an original story. The children decided on 
the plot, characters and setting together. A lovely collaborative process with the 
fighting words facilitators and illustrator helped to build up the story.  
The children learned a lot about the editing process as they worked. They had a 
few visits from a very demanding editor called Professor McConkey. He was hard 
to please but the children managed to deliver the goods in the end!!! 
In the last part of the workshop, the children had the opportunity to work 
individually on the ending or to create their own story.  
The class received a digital copy of their story complete with illustrations. Ms. 
Bracken’s 1st Class recreated some of their favourite characters from toilet roll 
tubes! Paddington Bear never looked so good! 
 
   
   
 

World Book Day 
“The children 
learned a lot 
about the editing 
process as they 
worked.” 
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Senior Infants Re-create their favourite Book Covers! 
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Bhí seachtain na Gaeilge againn an 
seachtain seo caite. Bhí go leor rudaí ar 
siúl i rith na seachtaine. Tháinig Raidio 
Naomh Pius ar ais agus bhí na páistí ó 
rang a sé agus a cúig ag léamh amach 
nuacht an lae ar 9.30 gach maidin. 
Bhíomar ag éisteacht don leagan Gaeilge 
do na hamhráin pop cosúil le Bad Guy le 
Billie Eilish agus Can’t Hold us le 
Macklemore freisin. Bhí tionól ar siúl thar 
Zoom do na páistí ó na naíonáin suas go 
rang a dó. Rinne gach rang rann, dán nó 
amhrán agus bhí sé an-suantasach ar fad! 
I rang a trí go rang a sé, bhí tráth na 
gceist againn agus bhí scóranna iontacha 

Seachtain na Gaeilge  
ag na ranga agus bhain siad an 
taitneamh as. Rinne na páistí postaer 
don seanscealaíocht na hÉireann agus 
bunaithe ar na seanfhocail freisin agus 
chuireamar iad ar na bhfuinneoga. Ag 
deireadh na seachtaine, bhí lá glas 
againn agus chuireamar rud glas lenár 
éide scoile. Chuaigh rang a sé ar siúlóid 
freisin ar an lá sin agus bhí sé cosúil le 
paráid ar Lá Fhéile Phádraig toisc go 
rábhamar in ár éadaí glasa. Táimid ag 
súil go mór go mbeimid ag damhsa le 
chéile freisin an bhliain seo chugainn! 
Ms. Kelly 
 

Ms. French’s zoom baking class proved to be one of the biggest 

successes of home-schooling as children from 3rd and 4th class 

produced an array of tasty goods. The girls baked cookies, raspberry 

Muffins and chocolate-chip cupcakes. Ms. French masterfully led the 

girls in an exhibition of baking techniques and it was a chance for the 

girls to learn the life-skill that is baking. The lessons were a fun way 

for the children to interact with each other during lockdown. Baking 

is a ‘whisk-y’ business but 3rd and 4th class really did rise to the 

occasion! 

Perhaps an appearance on the Great British Bake-off is next on the 

cards for Ms. French? Mr. Neary however ‘kneads’ to keep 

practicing! After all Lockdown is what you BAKE of it!! Thanks to 

Sophia for sharing her fabulous Cookie result with us.  

 

Ms. French’s Zoom Baking goes down a treat! 

 

Easter Mass Times St. Pius X Church Broadcast Online                                                      

 Holy Thursday 1ST April - Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm 

Good Friday 2nd April - Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3pm / Stations of the Cross 8pm  

Holy Saturday 3rd April - Easter Vigil 8pm /Easter Sunday 4th April - Morning Mass 11.30am 
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Engineering Week 2021 was a very different 
experience for many classes in St. Pius X 
G.N.S. especially for those who were working 
remotely. However, our girls rose to the 
challenge.  STEPS engineers Ireland provided 
a variety of engineering events, activities and 
resources to interest all age groups. The 
students got a wonderful taste of the world 
of engineering.  There were a number of 
engineering films suitable for all age levels, 
which could be watched remotely from 
home, or on the IWBs or Smart Boards in the 
classrooms.  Many of the younger classes 
undertook incredible engineering challenges 
creating Lego Covid-19 safe classrooms, 
patrol officers, fun fairs and much, much 
more.  Engineer Eamonn McDonagh talked 
virtually with Ms. Bracken`s 1st class about 
their fabulous Lego creations!  Some of the 
senior classes took on quite complicated tasks 
– design and make a wheelchair, prosthetic or 
a raincoat.  The results were very impressive.  

Notification of Absence 

STEM – Engineers Week  

We would like to remind parents of our dress code 

here in St. Pius X GNS.  Pupils must wear the School 

Uniform to school. The school jumper and pinafore 

or the school tracksuit are the only items of clothing 

children should wear to school.   

Fake tan and make-up are not permitted.  

 

Your Future 
 

Your Dreams 
 

Our Challenge 

 

 In order to fulfill the requirements of reporting to TUSLA 
parents/guardians are obliged to send in written 
explanation of their child’s absence.  This can be sent via 
email to the school preferably on the 1st morning of your 
child’s absence or by written note to the class teacher on 
your child’s return. Please provide a reason for all absence 
or it will be marked as “unexplained”.  

 

Eamonn McDonagh joined the 5th class 
assemblies to discuss their designs and 
constructions.  He questioned the girls about 
any complications or difficulties they 
encountered and how they attempted to 
resolve them.   The two 5th classes also 
participated in “I`m an engineer, get me out of 
here”, where they talked with engineers in real 
time and voted for their favourite. The 
engineers were very impressed with the quality 
of the questions and thoroughly enjoyed the 
interaction with the girls.  STEPS and Microsoft 
Dream Space hosted a virtual Engineering Week 
event “Think like an Engineer”, which many of 
the 6th class girls enjoyed.  All the students who 
participated in Engineering Week received a 
well-earned goodie bag and certificate for all 
the fantastic engineering work they carried out 
throughout Engineering Week 2021!   
Congratulations to all of our budding young 
engineers! 
Ms. Smith 
 

Ms. Smith 

 

School Uniform  
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Sensory Garden 

We’re on the 
Web! 

www.piusxgns.ie 

 

  

 We are delighted with our new Sensory Garden!  Our 
SNA Pauline and her team coordinated this. Thank you 
too to Paul our caretaker for all his assistance in helping 
to create this wonderful space. 
 

    
 
 

 

 

 

P.E. News 

 At the beginning of the lockdown, we practiced 
fundamental movements followed by some contemporary 
dance, which I am pleased to say, was an overwhelming 
success. Also, the Star Wars themed fitness video was 
difficult but great fun along with the Hockey and Gaelic 
football skills which were Absolutely phenomenal. I am 
extremely humbled by the work rate of every girl during PE 
so far this year.  From the response online via the amazing 
pictures, short videos and art work, to the brilliant sprinters 
and tennis players I have seen over the last four weeks. All 
of you are a credit to this fantastic school.  
Thank you so much girls and have a well-deserved Easter 
break. 
Ms. Goddard 
 
 
 

 

 

 


