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Dear parents/guardians,
The school year is almost at a close
and we are all looking forward to the
summer holidays. Thank you to the
parents for your support and
cooperation throughout this year; a
year which has been extremely
challenging for everyone, particularly
as a result of Covid-19. The girls have
demonstrated remarkable resilience
and have been brilliant in adapting to
all the changes that were asked of
them. We are extremely proud of their
efforts to learn and the progress they
have made since last September. A
sincere thank you to all of the school
staff for their dedication, positive
attitude, professionalism and
incredible effort. Thank you also to the
members of our Board of
Management for their leadership and
commitment to keeping everyone in
our school community safe. Many
thanks to Caroline Costello,
Chairperson of our Parents Association
and all the committee members and
parents who assisted the work of the
PA during the year. In particular, many
thanks for the generous donation
made following the successful “fittest
class” fundraiser.
Best wishes to our 6th class pupils who
graduated on Friday 25th. We will miss
you and we wish you the very best in
the years ahead. To our incoming
Junior Infants, we look forward to
meeting you in September.
We are all very hopeful that we can
return to a more normal school
environment on 1st of September.
With the vaccination programme now
well underway, more positive times lie
ahead. I would like to wish everyone a

Principal Áine Doyle
Vice-Principal Claire French

very happy and restful summer and
we are all looking forward to seeing
our pupils return safely for the new
school year.
New Interactive Panels
Earlier in the year, we installed
interactive panels into all the 3rd to
6th classrooms. The girls and teachers
in these rooms have really enjoyed
using the panels to help with their
teaching and learning. The panels
have many interactive tools, which
really help the teachers when
explaining new content to the pupils.
Thanks to previous and recent
generous funds raised by the PA we
are delighted to say that we will be
installing new panels in the rest of our
classrooms in the junior end over the
summer break.
Thank you and Good Bye

Unfortunately, at the end of this
school year, we are saying goodbye to
Ms. Anne O Brien. Ms. O Brien has
been a member of staff since 2004
and has made a significant
contribution to the school, specifically
in our Learning Support department.
She has been a true advocate for all
the children in her care throughout
her time in St Pius X GNS. On behalf
of everyone in the school, I would like
to thank her for her hard work and
dedication. We wish her good health
and happiness in her well-deserved
retirement.
We are also saying goodbye to Mr.
Walshe who is taking a career break
for the next school year. We will all
miss his expertise in Sport and digital
technology. We wish him the very
best in his travels and hope that he
returns to us soon!
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Forest Schools
We were delighted to pilot Forest School with third class this year. Half of Mr. Neary’s third
class went to the forest every Thursday morning for six weeks with our two Forest School
leaders Ms. French and Claudia. We also had lots of help from Pauline and Shauna.
During our two and a half hours there we ensured the children experienced a wide range of
activities. We played nature ID games to educate the girls about our local trees and plants.
The children participated in a variety of nature crafts such as making dream catchers from
willow and tree spirits from clay. We taught the children skills such as how to use tools, tie
knots and roll up rope and tarp.
We provided the children with physical challenges such as climbing with a rope, using a ridge
line and making a shelter. They could relax in the hammock when they needed a break.
Most of all we gave the children the opportunity to experience being in nature for an
extended period of time. They became familiar with the trees and shrubs around the site[
sycamore, beech, yew, scots pine, and laurel]. They enjoyed watching the birds in particular
the heron who made a few appearances.
They experienced the peacefulness of the forest through time given to meditate.
We hope to continue with forest school starting again in September.
Claire French
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Our School Garden
Almost two summers ago, St Pius X GNS Student
Council organised a book carnival to raise money
for a school garden. A huge effort was put in by
students to donate books and create fun carnival
stands. An incredible €1723 was raised and we
are delighted to announce that our school garden
has finally come to fruition!
Ms Dennedy, Mr Dermody’s and Ms Buckley's
classes have been busy planting and harvesting
vegetable plug plants such as lettuce, carrots,
beetroot, spring onions, peas, spinach and herbs
in our new raised beds. A wildflower garden has
also started blooming which will encourage bugs
and bees to visit. The girls have been learning all
about how plants grow, the types of controls
needed, and important life skills. We harvested in
the middle of June and hopefully some of you got
to sample some of the delicious produce. We are
hopeful that our school garden will instill a
lifelong love of growing and that children will
learn about healthy eating, sustainability and
responsibility along the way.

Farewell to our 6th Class Girls
On Friday last, we said goodbye to our three 6th classes. A graduation ceremony was held in our yard, where all three classes
were presented with their certificates and presents from the P.A. The girls reminisced about their eight years in Pius, with
speakers from each class outlining the highlights of each year. Finally, to end the ceremony in style, the girls performed either
a song or dance that spoke to the personality of each class. As Ms. Doyle said in her speech, these girls epitomised what Pius
represents, acting as role models for the other children in times where it was really needed. We 6th class teachers know that
these girls will do us proud wherever they go and we look forward to hearing all about them as they embark on this new
chapter.
Ádh mór a chailíní!
Ms. Kelly, Ms. O’Reilly, Ms. Fagan & Ms. Sheehan

Ms. O’Reilly

Ms. Fagan / Ms. Sheehan

Ms. Kelly
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STEM – Engineers Week

We’re on the
Web!
www.piusxgns.ie

Your Future
Your Dreams
Our Challenge
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2020/21 has been a most fantastic and productive year in S.T.E.M. in St. Pius X girls. We have
Page 3 of
taken part in all of the S.T.E.M. weeks – Science Week, Tech Week, Engineering Week and Maths
Week. We have undertaken and succeeded in carrying out many interesting, but difficult
challenges. Some of these have included coming up with ideas for phone Apps, designing and
making wheelchairs, skyscraper tower construction, designing and creating bionic hands, growing
wheatgrass and much, much more. We have had wonderful seasonal trips to Bushy Park and
enjoyed exploring and learning all about the trees, plants and animals that inhabit this wonderful
park. We now have a school garden. A number of vegetables and herbs were planted a few
months ago and have now been harvested. We love working on our iPads and chrome books
and use them weekly for numeracy and literacy games as well as research. Some classes
participated in and completed a number of Intel Mini Scientist challenges. Science Blast 2021
was very different this year and we worked on our investigations in our pods. We were judged
on Zoom. Zoom was also how engineer Eamonn communicated with some of the classes during
Engineering Week. In spite of Covid-19 we have had a very successful year. The culmination of
all the S.T.E.M. work carried out in St. Pius X girls since September 2020 has been put into a
Discovery Log and sent to the Science Foundation of Ireland. The judges here will examine it and
let us know if St. Pius X girls merit an Award of S.T.E.M. excellence. Fingers crossed and a huge
congratulations to all of St. Pius X girls for their incredible S.T.E.M. work throughout this school
year. Ms. Smith

Active Week 2021
We celebrated Active Schools Week on the
week of the 31st of May this year. Our classes
are active all year round but we make a special
effort to be active this week. We had a great
week taking part in different sporting activities
organised by Ms Ruth Glacken and all of the
Active School Team. Combined with Sports
Days the girls all enjoyed the week immensely.
We look forward to be raising our new Active
Flag in the Autumn. Well done everyone!

Sports News
Throughout the third term, we were delighted to see
the return of our GPOs, Tommy and Kevin from
Faughs and Templeogue Synge Street. Girls from 2nd
to 5th thoroughly enjoyed their weekly lessons in
Camogie and football. Classes 1st, 4th and 6th also got
to enjoy the weekly tennis lessons delivered by
Stephen O Connor. All of these activities took place
in Terenure College grounds. Thank you to Mr. Philip
Wallace of Terenure College who facilitated this.

From all the staff in St. Pius X GNS – HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!
See you all on September 1st

